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Somali Natural Resources
Research Center (SONRREC) is
a non-profit and non-
governmental research center
that was established in 2016.

SONRREC was founded to
promote the concept of
research development in
Somalia. It was established to
fill the gap in research on
natural resources in the field of
Agriculture, Livestock, Fishery
and Marine Resources, Water
Resources, Environment and
Resilience sectors in Somalia
followed by the International
standards and best practices.

For more information, please
visit the website of the
SONRREC at www.sonrrec.org

E-mail: sonrrec@sonrrec.org
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Massive flooding can often have a devastating impact on the economy of a

region and the livelihood of its people. Loss of human life, property damage,

destruction of crops, and loss of livestock, non-functioning infrastructure

facilities, and the possibility of waterborne diseases are just some of the

ways a flood can impact upon a community.

Country’s Situation overview

Heavy rains continued in the Juba and Shabelle basins over the last week

with the flood situation, worsening, especially in Belet Weyne in Hirshabelle

State. Flash and river flooding have continued over the past week affecting

and displacing thousands of people. The current water levels exceed a 50-

year return period in most locations, according to Somalia Water and Land

Information Management (SWALIM). The Juba and Shabelle rivers have

reached bank-full levels in several locations, causing flooding much earlier

in the season than ever before.

According to SWALIM projections, the heavy rains in the two basins in

Somalia and in the Ethiopian highlands will continue next week. River levels

inside Somalia are expected to continue rising in the coming days with more

cases of flooding along the Juba and Shabelle rivers.

Humanitarian impact and needs

National efforts have been made by the Federal government which

established a National Flood Response Committee and pledged 1.5 million

dollar for flood response and saving the lives of the flood victims.

Flash and river flooding has so far affected an estimated 630,000 people.

More than 214,800 of these have been displaced from their homes following

the heavy rains received across the country in April, according to the

UNHCR-led Protection & Return Monitoring Network (PRMN). Assessments

continue to determine the impact of flooding in the affected areas. PRMN

reports that some IDPs are moving out of settlements to take advantage of

the rains back home.
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Hirshabelle State, Belet Weyne town and the surrounding riverine villages

are the worst hit areas with an estimate 180,000 people displaced from their

homes. As of 2 May 2018, the river water level began to recede slightly in

Belet Weyne and reports from the upper stream villages indicate similar

marginal recession in water levels. However, road movement remains limited,

thus hindering access to some of the affected areas, including the delivery of

urgently needed humanitarian supplies. Another 56,000 people have been

affected in Middle Shabelle region in Hirshabelle State, including 7,000

people displaced. The flooding has isolated or displaced residents in 18

riverine villages along the river. Road access, grain stores and farms have

also been affected. Waterlogging and lack of access to hygiene facilities and

uncollected garbage are heightening the risk of communicable diseases,

mainly in IDP settlements. Jowhar, Mahaday and Balcad are among the

worst affected areas.

South West State, the torrential rains have resulted in localized flash floods

in many towns. Some 174,000 people have been affected and 6,100

displaced. More than 200 latrines have either been damaged or totally

destroyed in 26 IDP sites across the state and partners are concerned about

the outbreak of diseases. More than 5,000 IDPs have been displaced in

Baidoa, most of them moving to nearby IDP settlements on higher ground.

Most of the emergency shelter materials provided to IDPs since January

2017 cannot withstand the heavy rains. Baidoa town hosts 246,000 IDPs.

Some 295 IDPs exited settlements to return to their farms in the last week.

This is the highest number of returnees recorded in a week since August

2017. Meanwhile, according to the Food Security cluster, the Gu rains are

likely to have a positive impact on food security in many parts of Bay,

Bakool and Lower Shabelle.

Jubaland State, some 206,000 people have been affected, with 94,620

having been displaced. The weak points along the Juba river banks are

likely to worsen the risk of river flooding. In Kismayo, heavy rains have led

to the destruction of roads and latrines. An unknown number of latrines

have been filled up with flood water and some shelters belonging to IDPs
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destroyed. Flood impacts were also reported in middle Juba region,

Jubaland State of Somalia In Middle Juba region of Jubaland State of

Somalia, Some 66,000 people have been affected and 17,200 have been

displaced, mainly in in Bu'aale, Jilib and Saakow. Some 98 per cent of the

families living on both sides of the river have been forced to flee. Two

children, a girl and boy, died in Bu'ale due to flooding. Livestock deaths

have been reported.

Galmudug State, medium and moderate rains were received in most parts

of the Galgaduud and Mudug regions. Some 9,300 IDPs have been affected

in IDP settlements in low-lying areas of Abudwaaq town. Flooding also

damaged 75 IDP improvised shelters and latrines. WASH-related concerns

have been reported among IDPs in AbudWaaq IDP settlements with fears of

disease outbreaks due to limited access to latrines and stagnant waters.

Somaliland, heavy rains were received in Hargeisa town on 30 April. The

floods swept away a mother and her two children. The woman survived, but

the two children died. However, on the whole the rains are having a positive

effect in Somaliland. Sool region and the surrounding areas also recorded

heavy rains.

The floods have had seriously impact on agriculture production in both

riverine areas of Shabelle and Jubba causing huge destruction of crops and

farm land.

Recommendation:

 Flood Management should be priority for Somalia while effective

management of floods can best be achieved through management of the

entire basin in a holistic manner in both upstream and downstream part

of the basins

 Improving effective Flood Early Warning system should be in place

 Improving Agricultural water management and awareness raising at

community level is very necessary and crucial in Somalia

 Disaster Preparedness is the best model rather than spending more

money and more efforts for response, relief and saving live.


